
Apprenticeship Programs

Apprenticeship training is similar to OJT, but includes theoretical instruction as well as practical training. 
While learning a trade as an "apprentice," the veteran is taught by a skilled worker, a "journeyman." Once 
approved, the veteran receives VA education benefits while working full-time and earning wages.

Apprenticeship programs differ from OJT in that they are normally two or more years in length. They 
require a minimum of 144 hours of related classroom instruction per year. The employer, local technical 
college, union, or the Federal Bureau of Apprenticeship Training [1] usually provides classroom instruction. 

The SAA approves non-registered programs. Both the Federal Bureau of Apprenticeship Training and the 
SAA approve registered apprenticeship programs. Some examples of approved programs are carpenter, 
electrician, brick mason, and plumber.

The full list of approved on-the-job training programs is maintained by the U.S. Department of Veterans 
Affairs and is available online through VA's WEAMS institution search tool [2].
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